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Dear Resident

Proposed Housing ACT redevelopment at 39 Blarney Crescent, Campbell

From 5 August to 30 August 2019, Housing ACT sought feedback from the local
community about the proposed redevelopment of 39 Blarney Crescent, Campbell.

Due to the level of interest in the redevelopment. Housing ACT will be holding an
information session to further answer any questions you might have about the
redevelopment:

When: Thursday 31 October 2019

Where: Campbell Primary School - 25 Chauvel Street, Campbell ACT 2612
Time: 5.30pm-6.30pm

Some of the feedback received has been compiled and summarised in the attached
Frequently Asked Questions, for your information.

Also, taking some of the feedback received into consideration the decision to reduce
the proposed yield to only two new dwellings has been made. Please find attached
an updated set of plans for your information.

If you have any questions about the redevelopment or community engagement
process, please email Housin ACTRenewal act. ov. au.

Yours sincerely,

Jason Hart

A/g Assistant Director, Asset Planning
Housing ACT
23 October 2019

Locked Bag 3000 Belconnen ACT 2616 | phone: 133 427 | www.act. gov. au



PUBLIC HOUSING RENEWAL: 39 BLAMEY
CRESCENT, CAMPBELL
INFORMATION

What are you proposing to do on this site?

Housing ACT is proposing to replace an old inefficient dwelling with two new dwellings
which will provide better accommodation for public housing tenants. This is part of the
Growing and Renewing Public Housing 2019-2024 program that the ACT Government has
committed to which will improve the public housing portfolio.

The existing dwelling is the same age as many properties
around it, why redevelop?

Housing ACT has maintained the property, spending about $40,000 in maintenance costs
since 1998 with about $10,000 having been spent in the last 4 years. The property is old and
as ongoing maintenance costs have increased over the years, it is considered to have

reached the end of its useful life within the Housing ACT portfolio. However, the property is
in a great location, situated close to shops, schools, a childcare centre and public transport,
and lends itself to redevelopment.

You're putting too many dwellings on the block/ how will
there be enough private outdoor space for families?

Taking into consideration community feedback on this issue, the decision has been made to
reduce the yield of the development to only two new homes, a 4-bedroom and a 2-
bedroom. Housing ACT considers there will be sufficient private outdoor space for the
people who will live there. It is noted that there are public outdoor spaces near the site
which will also be available for use. A set of updated plans has been included in the mail out
with this document for your information.

How will the new dwellings fit in to the existing 'character7 of

the neighbourhood?

Whilst the proposed redevelopment will change what is on the site, it is not considered that
there will be any negative impact on the 'character' of the neighbouring properties. The
current property will be replaced with homes that will reflect good contemporary design
that responds to the 'look and feel' of the neighbourhood.
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The new dwellings look too close to boundary fences, how
will you prevent overlooking and noise issues?

The various design codes in the Territory Plan address issues such as privacy and over-
looking. In part this is achieved through dwellings being set back from boundaries and
through conscious placement of landscaping elements/ to screen any potential overlooking.
The dwellings have been designed taking into account the adjoining properties and how
best to enhance the amenity of the area.

How are site conditions, primarily protection of regulated
trees being taken in to consideration?

Issues such as site contours, tree protection zones, impact on adjoining properties, and
setbacks from boundaries have being taken in to consideration by our project architect, and

will be further explored as the designs progress. The development if approved will lead to
the removal of regulated trees on the subject block.

There are also regulated trees on adjoining blocks which need to be considered. Housing
ACT recently met with members of the Tree Protection Unit to discuss the proposal in detail
and to better understand the issues associated with regulated trees, on the subject site and
the adjoining blocks. Issues associated with the regulated trees are subject to further
consideration.

The proposed driveway looks very narrow, will this cause

problems for tenants entering/exiting the site, and those
who use the footpath?

We're currently proposing to use the existing driveway placement so as to have as little
effect on the street tree as possible. Transport Canberra and City Services has established
design standards for urban infrastructure which includes driveways and the proposed
driveway has been designed in accordance with these requirements. Additionally the
proposed design allows for tenants and visitors to turn their vehicles around within the site,
and both enter and exit safely in a forward motion.

During the detailed design phase the interaction of the driveway with the footpath will be
considered to ensure that there are adequate sight distances available, and pedestrian
safety.
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PUBLIC HOUSING RENEWAL: 39 BLAMEY
CRESCENT, CAMPBELL
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Will the increased number of vehicle movements create
additional noise?

There will be some additional noise created through a small increase in the number of
vehicles entering and exiting the site. This small change in noise conditions should not
adversely affect the amenity of the residents in the adjoining properties.

Is there sufficient on site vehicle parking?

It is considered that there is an adequate supply of parking for the level of demand
generated by the development. As with other properties in the area, it is expected that
should all of the onsite parking spaces be occupied, visitors will be able to park on the street
as there is space on Blarney Crescent to accommodate on-street parking.

We've experienced ongoing issues with anti-social behaviour
from public housing tenants in the area, how will this be
addressed?

Housing ACT believes that all public housing tenants and their neighbours are entitled to live
in harmony and enjoy the quiet comfort of their homes and does not condone disruptive or
anti-social behaviour. Housing ACT is committed to working closely with its tenants, to
ensure they adhere to the terms of their tenancy agreement, and with affected neighbours
to try and resolve any complaints as quickly as possible.

Housing ACT does not support the view that public housing tenants are responsible for all of
the disruptive behaviour that occurs in a neighbourhood/ nor that adding an additional
dwelling will increase the level of anti-social behaviour.
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Is the ACT Government giving priority allocation to people
with mental health issues?

The allocation of public housing properties is based on a variety of factors. For a person to

qualify for priority allocation they will need to demonstrate housing need that is more
urgent then others. This would include considering needs such as:

• Homelessness;

• Disability;

• Mental health or medical issues;

• Children at risk;

• Women and children escaping domestic violence; and,

• Indigenous persons facing complex issues.

Public housing already makes up enough of Campbell, can't

you sell the block and purchase something cheaper, like a
unit somewhere else?

The ACT Government is committed to providing safe, efficient, and affordable public
housing across as much of Canberra as possible, which is a key part of the 'salt and pepper'

principles that guide the location of public housing throughout Canberra. Currently there
are only 20 public housing properties in all ofCampbell, which makes up only 1. 26% of
Campbell's total housing stock (as at the 2016 Census). Across the ACT, public housing

comprises just over 7 per cent of the total housing stock.

Housing ACT owns a number of units which are part of body corporates, but generally looks

to purchase standalone properties. As in addition to paying for the unit, being part of a body
corporate incurs additional ongoing body corporate fees. The rent our tenants pay helps to
meet the maintenance costs of the properties, so any additional costs incurred, such as
body corporate fees, impacts on our capacity to these deliver services.
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